
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE CLASSICAL WEEKLY 



165 



Herodotus, Books VII and VIII. Edited with In- 
troduction and notes by Charles Foster Smith and 
Arthur Gordon Laird. New York : American Book 
Company (1908). Pp. 442. 

This edition of Herodotus VII and VIII is a thor- 
oughly good work and makes it possible to give our 
college students something of the charm of Herodo- 
tus and at the same time enable them to study at 
first hand that period of Greek history that was so 
pregnant with consequences. Of an author whose 
comparative difficulty is so slight it is possible for 
the student to read a considerable portion, and we 
must thank Professors Smith and Laird for 'enabling 
our students to do this reading where the history 
itself is most vital. 

The text and the Historical Introduction are both 
drawn largely, as the editors themselves say, from 
the standard German editions, and they are adequate. 
Bringing the results of careful German scholarship 
to our ordinary student in such a form as to make 
it practical and effective is a thing to be commended. 
Under Division B of the Introduction the short 
chapter entitled Summary of the Dialect Forms 
(pages 20-22) is admirable. It furnishes the student 
a ready means to solve some of the greatest diffi- 
culties he meets in his first acquaintance with He- 
rodotus. ,A greater use of such means would help 
our students to follow somewhat the advice of 
Goethe: "Lesen, viel lesen, sehr viel lesen". And it 
is right along this line that I would criticize the sec- 
ond part of this chapter, that on Syntactical Usage 
(pages 22-78). Books of this kind, I conceive, are 
made primarily for the student, not for the teacher. 
Very little should be put into them that the student 
may not be encouraged to use. Many students are 
discouraged from using notes and introduction by 
meeting something for which they are utterly unable 
to see the use; whether the thing referred to be too 
simple or too advanced the result is the same. For 
example on page 51 the statement is made in 
regard to conditions that "In general the usage is as 
in Attic".. Then follows a long list of references to 
Herodotus. It is the rarest student that will ever 
make any use of these. In fact it is better to empha- 
size the use as it is met in the reading of the living 
language. 

My greatest objection to the book is the placing of 
the notes at the bottom of the page; but this is the 
fault of the series and not of this particular book. 
Almost invariably, when using a book with the notes 
so arranged, when a question is asked, I note that 
the eyes of the student drop to the bottom of the 
page; this shows that what is there has not been 
mastered, and that the notes are being used as a 
crutch and not as a help. This is especially bad 
when translations of short passages are given. Ex- 
aminations prove that these are the passages that the 
student has failed to master. 
There are some places where I would differ in 



interpretation or construction from that suggested 
in the notes, but that is to be expected in any edi- 
tion and may but indicate the individuality of the 
teacher. The work on the whole is what it was 
intended to be, a valuable school book. 
Syracuse Univbrsitv. Herbert M. Burchard. 



A Caesar Composition Book. By H. F. Scott and 

Charles H. Van Tuyl. Chicago: Scott, Foresman 

& Co. (1910). Bound in Tough Manila. Price 

$0.30. 

The main part of this book consists of twenty- 
nine lessons based on the first twenty-nine chapters 
of Book I of the Gallic War, and thirty-three lessons 
based on Book II. There follow in an appendix a 
half dozen college examination papers, based on 
Caesar, fifty pages of grammatical matter, mostly 
inflections, reprinted from the Bellum Helveticum 
of the same publishers, and an English-Latin vo- 
cabulary. 

At the beginning of each lesson, except a very few, 
two principles of syntax are stated, and illustrated by 
phrases or sentences taken from the chapter of 
Caesar on which the lesson is based. Only common 
constructions are treated, but in introducing them no 
attempt is made to follow a systematic order. For 
instance, Lesson I treats of the Predicate Nomina- 
tive and the Ablative of Specification ; Lesson II, of 
the Ablative of Accompaniment and the Dative with 
Special Verbs; Lesson III, of the Dative of Indirect 
Object and the Accusative of Duration of Time; and 
so on. This is not a defect peculiar to this book, 
but one common to most books following the pari 
passu method. By a good many, indeed, it is not 
considered a defect at all, and from some points of 
view it is, perhaps, a matter of little moment. The 
important point is that rules of syntax shall be 
stated simply and clearly, and that is usually the 
case in this book. 

There are references to the grammars (Allan and 
Greenough, Bennett, Harkness, Hale and Buck, and 
the Grammatical Appendix to Walker's Caesar) for 
those who wish them, though the book contains all 
the grammatical material which the student will 
need in writing the exercises. Half of each exer- 
cise consists of short, simple sentences, the other 
half of sentences longer and somewhat more com- 
plex. The sentences are superior to those in some 
text-books, in that they do not follow the text of 
Caesar so closely as to leave to the student merely 
the task of selecting the proper phrases and piecing 
them together. 

In the opinion of the reviewer the book is a good 
one, and one which will prove useful in the schools. 
The student who thoroughly masters it has all the 
Latin composition he needs in a four-year Latin 
course. If Latin is to be saved to the secondary 
schools, and not to go the way which Greek has 
gone, it must be by •enriching our courses with the 



